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On 28 November 2012, a total of 61 
students headed to Mycofarm 
Mushroom to learn beyond their 
classrooms. They were accompanied 
by two teachers and two Admin Staff 
from the school. As soon as they 
arrived, they were swept on a tour to 
visit the facilities of the mushroom 
farm. Highlights of the tour included 
visiting the Shiitake and King Oyster 
mushroom grow-houses, attending a 
talk to learn more about the growing 
and harvesting of the mushrooms and 
savouring freshly cooked mushrooms
right on the site. At the end of the tour, 
the students were brought to the shop 
where they bought fresh mushrooms 
and other merchandise.  

Students enjoying the mushrooms 
 

Learning Journeys 

Visit To The Sports Museum  

On 31 August 2012, 118 students 
visited the Youth Olympics Games 
(YOG) Gallery at the Singapore 
Sports Museum. The students were 
brought on a guided tour and were 
intrigued by the different Olympic 
torches over the years. They had the 
privilege of attending a talk by Mr C 
Kunalan, the most successful track 
and field athlete in Singapore. The 
highlight of the visit was when the 
students were given an opportunity to 
practice basic Wushu moves. 

  

King Oyster Mushrooms  

Time for Wushu! 
 

Serious Learning In Progress… 
 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

Graduation Night 

Graduation Night on 28 September 2012 was 
spectacular with the appearance of the 
Secondary 4 Caring and Honesty students 
donned in their suits and dresses. As they 
sashayed down the hallway of the Auditorium, 
the students were given their door gifts of a 
sketchbook to pen down their thoughts and 
greetings to one another, a CD containing the 
well wishes of the Principal, Vice Principal and 
teachers and a complimentary snap-and-print 
photo coupon to redeem at the photo-taking 
booth.  

One of the highlights of the night was the 
Newspaper Fashion game where students were 
allowed to use all the recycled materials 
provided to dress up their selected model. Toh 
Yun Fang of Class Honesty emerged as the 
winner. The other highlight of the night was the 
selection of the Best Dressed male and female 
students. The prizes were clinched by Weslie 
Sim and Tran Minh Tam of Secondary 4 
Honesty. Congratulations! 

Begin with the end in mind. 

- Steven Covey- Page 2Page 2Page 2Page 2    
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Y STARZ 

Four students formed the team “Y Starz” to 
raise funds for Project Bridge as well as 
raise public awareness about the work of 
Project Bridge especially about improving 
the lives of youths-at-risk.  

The team sold Bubble Tea and cookies and 
organised two “Be Yourself Day” on 6 July 
2012 and 17 August 2012 at YMCA School. 
For “Be Yourself Day”, students of YMCA 
School paid $3 and were allowed to wear 
“smart casual” to school. 

On 15 August, the team and volunteers had 
an enjoyable time baking cookies in the 
kitchen of St Patrick’s School. They baked 
about 1,300 cookies for sale. 

Chia Eu Jinn of Honesty  

The Games We Played!  

Cookie Baking At St. 
Patrick’s School 

Bubble Tea Sale!  

From left to right: Ding 
Junxiong,  Ma Yujun, 
Eugene Ng, Preedaporn 
Teeratanee 

 

Y STARZ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       
 

 

 

 

 
“Trapped” - A Reflection  

The journeys of our life are trapped by different situations. 

Personally, I feel trapped by worrying about how well I do 
in my exams, or by what others think of me. I think most 
of us here would feel the same way. Sometimes I trap 
myself by trying to be the person that other people want 
me to be……. a good student, a successful person with 
fame and fortune.  At other times, I feel trapped by always 
trying to get good grades but I do not study the topics that 
I feel connected to.  

I always keep telling myself that I can do the things that I 
want NOW. But time and again, we always find excuses 
for not doing the things that we really want to do. So with 
all these opinions and “voices” around me, I find myself 
trapped again by my situation.  

Recently, as I was watching the movie “Life of Pi”, I 
started to think that if every situation we experience takes 
us further along our journey in life, then we can truly 
experience what life is offering.  

So I think it is better for our lives to have these unknown 
challenges, or to change ourselves for the better even 
when no one is watching. Hold on tight, follow on your 
own course and be the master of yourself.  

                                                       

     Message  

The 2012 batch of ‘O’ Level 
students impressed me with 
their  hard work  and  deter- 
mination  to  do  well.  I  am  
certain many of them will succeed in life 
and am proud that YMCA School 
played a part in grooming them. 

As I pause to reflect on the past year, 
what stands out the most are the little 
things that some of the students did to 
make me smile.  For example, finding 
flowers (plucked illegally) on my tiny 
window ledge and seeing two ‘jumping 
beans’ singing to me outside my office.  
Moments like these make all the 
frustration and challenges we face 
worthwhile. 

As 2012 draws to a close, we prepare 
ourselves for another year.  2013 
promises to be exciting as we celebrate 
100 Years of Education.  We look 
forward to your continued support in the 
activities and events that have been 
lined up. 

                         Ms Seraphine Ann Chia 
              Vice Principal 

Motivation is what gets you started. Habit is what keeps you going. 

                                                               -Jim Ryuh- 
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By : You Meiyi 
Class : Joy 

Seated : L-R : Jack Chew (Senior Teacher), Helen Tan (Principal),  

Seraphine Chia (Vice Principal), Joni Boh (Senior Teacher) 

We wish all Students, Parents and Friends a Brilliant 2013 

Calling ex -students of YMCA School. 
We invite you to join our Alumni. Call 
65862222 or email to Jack Chew at 
jackchew@ymca.edu.sg . 

We are looking for contacts, old 
photographs, articles and stories of 
YMCA School over the years. Email to 
helentan@ymca.edu.sg. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Christmas Party  

Students, teachers and staff of the YMCA 
School gathered for a very enjoyable 
fellowship during the Christmas Party, 
which was held on 21 December 2012, 
the last day … of school.   

It was a day filled with games, good food, 
enthusiastic carolling and lots of laughter. 
What a fitting end to an eventful year!  

 

 

Our School’s 2013 Calendar is for sale!  
Cost is $10 each. Funds raised will be 
donated to YMCA Youth Development 
Programme. 

 
Centennial Celebrations 

 
YMCA School will be celebrating its 
100th anniversary in 2013. Watch out 
for the following events :- 
 
1) T-shirt Design Competition 
2) Flash Mob 
3) Musical Theatre 
4) Fundraising Dinner 
5) Launch of Coffee Table Book 
6) Launch of Cookbook 
 
 

Onward to 2013: 100th Anniversary of YMCA School 

 

Teachers’ Day Celebration  

Some 30 teachers, staff and guests celebrated 
Teachers’ Day with a sumptuous dinner on 29 
August 2012 at the Pool Terrace of YMCA Building. 
Everyone enjoyed themselves playing “Treasure 
Hunt” and singing their hearts out.  

Teachers and staff on a ‘Treasure Hunt’  

 

Minds are like parachutes; they only function when open.                                                               

- Lord Thomas Dewar - 
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Our Teachers 


